Malignant phyllodes tumour with a noninvasive ductal carcinoma component.
A malignant phyllodes tumour with a noninvasive ductal carcinoma component is reported. The patient was an 80-year-old Japanese woman with a breast tumour detected by routine physical examination. A simple mastectomy was performed. The excised tumour was 10.5 x 9.4 x 5.4 cm in size and bulged into the skin with ulceration. The macroscopic appearance was that of a phyllodes tumour. Histologically the tumour consisted mainly of stromal components with a leaf-like structure lined by atypical ductal epithelium. The epithelial component showed gradual evolution to intraductal papillary carcinoma in a few areas. The stromal component was composed mainly of fibrosarcoma with areas of osteosarcoma and rhabdomyosarcoma. Neither stromal invasion of intraductal carcinoma nor transition between the stromal and epithelial elements was seen. Three months after the operation, death occurred, with multiple pulmonary and subcutaneous metastases. This case probably represents malignant change in both the stromal and the epithelial components of a phyllodes tumour. Since the two elements were independent, the possibility that a phyllodes tumour may be one of the origins of true carcinosarcoma is raised.